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^  I  ^HE  electric  power  bill  for  many  a  modem 
factory  is  $40,000  a  year.  Multiply  this 
by  1000,  and  you  get  $40,000,000.  That  is 
the  estimated  new  revenue  obtained  through 
General  Electric  apparatus  and  appliances 
connected  to  power-company  lines  during  the 
one  year,  1935- 

Best  of  all,  G-E  load-building  is  a  continuing 
process.  This  year,  again,  thousands  of  G-E 
salesmen — industrial  and  transportation  sales¬ 
men,  lighting  specialists,  heating  specialists, 
lamp  and  appliance  and  air-conditioning  dis¬ 


tributors  and  dealers — will  do  an  even  bigger 
load-building  job.  Up,  up,  up,  will  go  kilo¬ 
watt-hours. 


Our  point  is  this:  For  every  dollar  that  power 
companies  invest  in  General  Electric  equipment, 
they  receive  a  full  dollar  in  equipment  value.  In 
addition,  G-E  load  builders  bring  to  power  com¬ 
panies  many  more  dollars  in  revenue  each  year 
than  all  the  dollars  they  invest  in  General 
Electric  equipment.  Certainly  the  purchase  of 
G-E  equipment  is  the  most  profitable  invest¬ 
ment  you  can  make  with  your  equipment  dollar. 
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Imposition  of  Higher  Local  Taxes  on  Utilities 
May  Be  Offset  by  Rate  Increases 

Illinois  Supreme  Court  and  Michigan  Public  Utilities  Commission  Hand  Down 
Decisions  Important  to  the  Utilities  Paying  Tax  Bill  of  S700,000  per  Day 


The  Illinois  Supreme  Court  last  week 
sustained  the  rifrlit  of  the  Western  United 
Gas  &  Electric  Company  to  collect  an 
additional  3  per  cent  on  its  basic  gas 
rate  to  meet  the  3  per  cent  tax  imposed 
on  gross  receipts  by  the  city  of  Elmhurst. 

The  suit  was  brought  before  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Commerce  Commission  by  Elmhurst 
and  other  DuPage  County  cities  to  force 
the  company  to  cease  its  practice  of  bill¬ 
ing  the  tax  as  a  separate  item  on  con¬ 
sumers’  service  bills. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  on  a 
much  broader  point,  judging  from  ad¬ 
vance  reports  of  its  findings.  It  would 
now  appear  that  if  the  utility  company 
is  permitted  to  pass  on  such  taxes  di¬ 
rectly  to  its  consumers,  local  taxing 
authorities  may  be  less  inclined  to  con¬ 


tinue  the  present  tendency  of  imposing 
punitive  taxes. 

The  import  to  utility  companies  of 
this  court  decision  may  be  clarified  when 
if  is  recalled  that  in  1935  the  total  tax 
bill  of  commercial  utility  companies  ex¬ 
ceeded  $258,000,000.  This  is  $21,000,000 
more  than  was  invested  by  the  industry 
in  1935  capital  expenditures! 

The  Michigan  Public  Utilities  Com¬ 
mission  a  few  weeks  ago  rendered  its 
opinion  in  the  matter  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  Consumers  Power  Company,  and 
one  of  eight  conclusions  was: 

6.  That  in  municipalities  which  levy  spe¬ 
cial  taxes,  license  fees  or  street  rentals 
against  the  company  the  standard  oi  rates 
should  be  increased  within  the  limits  of 
such  municipalities  so  as  to  offset  such  spe- 


15 


12 


V 

0)  O 
8 
4- 
C 
« 

U 

I  ® 


Taxes  paid  by  commercial  utility  rompanies,  1*^ 
expressed  in  per  rent  of  gross  operating  revenue 


Compiled  by 

Kdison  Electric  Institute 


lO 
■  00 


St 


o 


CM 

S! 


O'  0-9‘9' 


cial  charges  and  thereby  prevent  the  cus¬ 
tomers  in  other  localities  from  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  share  any  portion  of  such  local 
increases. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  foregoing 
conclusion  was  reached  by  a  state  com¬ 
mission  rather  than  by  a  court.  The 
fact  remains,  however,  that  ruling 
opinion  in  Michigan,  as  well  as  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  is  cognizant  of  the  local  tax  prob¬ 
lem  of  the  operating  company. 

Reports  now  appearing  sporadically 
in  the  daily  press  from  Southern  states 
point  out  that  those  states  which  have 
benefited  most  from  the  expenditure  of 
federal  funds  for  power  projects  are 
now  claiming  injury  because  the  prop¬ 
erty  has  been  removed  from  their  local 
tax  rolls. 

To  a  business  such  as  the  public 
utility  industry,  which  pays  a  tax  bill 
of  $700,000  a  day,  these  recent  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  tax  problem  may  be  of 
great  interest  at  this  time. 

Uses  for  Bonneville 
Power  Sought 

Starting  what  promises  to  be  a  com¬ 
prehensive  investigation  of  the  possible 
uses  for  Bonneville  power,  the  State 
Planning  Board  of  Oregon  has  issued  a 
report  of  a  preliminary  investigation. 
The  report  was  prepared  by  the  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  on  Power,  of  which 
J.  C.  Stevens,  consulting  engineer  of 
Portland.  Ore.,  is  chairman.  In  com¬ 
mon  with  previous  writings  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  the  report  emphasizes  the  electro¬ 
chemical  and  electrometallurgical  fields, 
and  other  large  power-using  industries. 
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as  being  the  more  important  and  valu¬ 
able  uses  to  which  Bonneville  power 
might  be  put. 

In  this  connection  the  report  urges  a 
long-range  program  of  surveying  the 
mineral  resources  of  the  state  and  an 
“immediate  investigaticm  and  examina¬ 
tion  of  some  of  the  more  important 
known  or  reported  «>ccurrences  of  eco¬ 
nomic  minerals,  some  of  which  are 
iron  deposits,  limestone  and  dolomite, 
sodium,  potassium,  b(»rax,  aluminous 
clays,  tungsten,  chromium,  manganese, 
vanadium  and  silicon.” 

Additional  recommendation  for  fur¬ 
ther  study  is  on  the  subject  of  inter- 
c»)nnection  with  existing  power  systems, 
since  the  characteristics  of  the  Bonne¬ 
ville  development  will  be  seasonal  in 
character,  with  the  reduced  capacity 
coming  at  the  time  of  high  water  in  the 
Columbia,  when  hydro  plants  of  existing 
systems  are  capable  of  their  maximum 
output. 

• 

Court  Redefines 
Weight  of  Evidence 

Interest  of  legal  lights  has  been  fo¬ 
cussed  this  week  upon  the  Supreme 
Court’s  decision  in  the  St.  Joseph  Stock 
Yards  Company  case,  because  in  some 
circles  it  was  felt  that  the  court  may 
have  enunciated  new  rules  applicable  to 
utility  litigation. 

Analysis  of  the  decision  itself,  how¬ 
ever,  shows  that  ( 1 )  the  U.  S.  District 
Court  was  merely  chided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  regarding  its  own  observations  as 
to  the  scope  of  its  own  review  and  (2) 
the  Supreme  Court  then  proceeded  to 
discuss  this  sub-issue  of  the  case  and 
summarize  the  scope  of  judicial  review 
when  passing  upon  the  legislative  power 
to  fix  rates. 

Primary  distinrtum 

Rate-fixing  is  a  legislative  power,  said 
the  court,  but  the  judicial  review  dis¬ 
tinguishes  first  between  a  use  of  that 
l>ower  within  the  sphere  of  legislative 
authority  and,  second,  a  use  which 
transcends  that  sphere. 

Such  distinction  is  not  to  be  made  wil- 
lynilly  by  a  court,  but  consistently  be¬ 
cause  property  and  persons  are  protected 
by  the  Constitution.  From  this  it  follows 
that  the  court  will  not  interfere  with 
legislative  rate-making  powers  unless 
confiscation  is  clearly  established. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  issue,  that  is 
when  a  legislative  body  is  acting  within 
its  sphere  of  authority,  the  court  does 
not  substitute  its  judgment,  but  asks 
only:  Does  the  evidence  support  the  find¬ 
ing? 

TJie  weight,  said  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  issues  of  fact  lies  with  the  legislative 
authority  while  it  is  acting  within  its 
authorized  sphere. 


Virginia  Commission  Moves  to 
Investigate  Rural  Co-operative 

First  venture  in  state  financed  via  R.E.A.  has  been  requested  to  submit 
requisitions  on  Washington,  as  well  as  all  plans  and  specifications,  to 
state  Corporation  Commission 


Farmers  Rural  Utilities,  Inc.,  first 
unit  in  Virginia  to  be  financed  with  fed¬ 
eral  Rural  Electrification  Administration 
funds,  has  been  requested  at  a  hearing 
before  the  Virginia  State  Corporation 
Commission  to  submit  plans  and  speci¬ 
fications  for  its  system.  It  was  asked 
also  to  submit  for  commission  approval 
requisitions  to  be  made  to  the  R.E.A.  in 
Washington  before  forwarding  them  to 
the  capital. 

The  Corporation  Commission’s  request 
arises  out  of  a  clash  between  the  R.E.A. 
and  state  regulatory  authorities  as  to 
who  shall  serve  farmers  of  Chancellor 
and  Doswell,  Va.  Virginia  Electric  & 
Power  Company  was  reported  to  have 
been  ordered  by  R.E.A.  to  stay  out  of 
Chancellor  and  Doswell  because  these 
areas  were  territory  of  a  rural  co¬ 
operative  equipped  with  $366,000  of 
R.E.A.  funds. 

When  citizens  of  the  two  areas  ap- 
l>eared  before  the  state  commission  and 
asked  for  service  from  Virginia  Elec- 


OPTIMISTIC 

Henry  L.  Doherty,  president 
of  Cities  Service  Company,  re¬ 
ports  to  stockholders  that  opera¬ 
tions  and  earnings  of  the  $1,- 
250,000,000  system  improved 
suhstantially  during  1935.  Net 
income  for  19.35  of  $5,856,265 
was  equivalent  to  $5.50  per 
share  of  outstanding  $6  cumula¬ 
tive  preferred  stuck. 

High  spots  of  the  report:  Pre¬ 
ferred  stocks  retired  or  acquired ; 
hank  loan  maturities  rearranged 
and  tcrminatcKl;  excess  of  cur¬ 
rent  assets  over  current  liabilities 
increased;  19.35  construction  and 
acquisition  totaled  $18,157,000; 
tax  hill  increased  from  $19,- 
901,000  in  19.30  to  $33,790,000 
in  1935,  or  almost  double  the 
amount  for  construction. 

Growing  demand  for  electric 
energy  may  require  additional 
generating  equipment  in  several 
operating  properties;  25,000-kw. 
turbine  already  ordered  for 
Colorado.  Also  2,000  new  rural 
customers  connected  in  1935, 
and  liberal  rural  extension  policy 
has  been  adopted. 


trie  &  Power  Company  the  commission 
ordered  the  company  to  render  service 
regardless  of  R.E.A.  orders  to  the  con¬ 
trary. 

“We  are  merely  a  government  agency 
with  large  resources  at  our  command,” 
said  Administrator  M.  L.  Cooke  at 
Washington,  “ready  and  eager  to  be  of 
whatever  assistance  we  can,  but  authority 
always  rests  with  the  state.”  He  added 
that  it  was  “unfortunate”  that  R.E.A. 
had  been  said  to  have  “ordered”  any¬ 
thing. 

At  hearings  held  before  the  commis¬ 
sion  in  Richmond  officers  of  the  co¬ 
operative  project  explained  that  the 
$366,000  fund  would  be  used  to  con¬ 
struct  400  miles  of  rural  lines  in  the 
counties  of  Carolina,  Hanover,  Spotsyl¬ 
vania  and  Orange.  The  first  undertak¬ 
ing  would  be  a  64-mile  line  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Doswell. 

The  commission  had  already  declared 
at  earlier  informal  hearings  that  Vir¬ 
ginia  Electric  &  Power  could  give 
farmers  on  the  40-mile  Fredericksburg- 
Chancellor  line  better  service  in  quicker 
time  because  it  has  better  construction 
facilities  and  because  its  present  lines 
are  nearer  the  area  to  be  served. 

After  attending  the  hearings,  assistant 
R.E.A.  Administrator  W.  E.  Herring  and 
R.E.A.  Counsel  V.  D.  Nicholson  con¬ 
ferred  with  officers  of  the  co-operative 
and  Virginia  Electric  &  Power  Com¬ 
pany’s  president,  J  G.  Holtzclaw.  in  an 
effort  to  iron  out  differences  over  terri¬ 
tory  to  be  served. 

The  Virginia  commission  is  the  second 
to  assert  its  vigorous  disapproval  of  fed¬ 
eral  bureau  interference  with  the  right 
of  the  state  to  regulate,  as  a  similar  at¬ 
tempt  was  resisted  recently  by  the  Con¬ 
necticut  commission. 


Knoxville  Utility 
Files  Another  Suit 

In  an  injunction  bill  filed  in  Chancery 
Court  at  Knoxville  the  Tennessee  Public 
Service  Company  charges  that  the  T.V..V 
and  P.W.A.  are  seeking  to  “persuade  and 
entice”  the  city  of  Knoxville  to  build  a 
municipal  electrical  distribution  system, 
to  compete  with  the  plant  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see  Public  Service  Company.  This  suit 
was  filed  in  conjunction  with  the  one 
filed  recently  when  the  company  sought 
a  temporary  injunction  to  prevent  the 


4  (1286) 


ELECTRICAL  WORLD  -f  MAY  2,  19.36 


(•ity  from  proceeding  with  plans  to  build 
a  municipal  distribution  system.  The 
I  ttniporary  injunction  was  granted  by 
I  Chancellor  A.  E.  Mitchell  (Electrical 
:  World,  April  25,  page  129).  The  city 
\  was  granted  until  May  12  to  file  an 
answer  to  the  latest  suit,  and  final  hear¬ 
ing  will  be  held  on  May  26. 

The  rural  section  of  West  Tennessee 
north  of  the  Mississippi  state  line  and 
west  of  the  Tennessee  River  began  using 
T.V.A.  power  with  lights  in  450  rural 
homes  the  night  of  April  21,  when  the 
power  was  turned  on  in  McNairy,  Hardin 
and  Chester  counties.  It  is  the  first  im¬ 
portant  link  in  the  West  Tennessee  rural 
electrification. 

The  last  steel  tower  of  the  huge  trans¬ 
mission  line  which  soon  will  link  Norris 
Dam  with  Muscle  Shoals  has  been  com¬ 
pleted,  the  T.V.A.  announced  last  week. 


Federal  Oppression 
Sets  Industry  Back 

In  a  scathing  denunciation  of  New  Deal 
policies,  Philip  J.  Fay,  vice-president  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  National  Councilors  meet¬ 
ing  held  this  week  in  Washington  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
chamber,  appealed  to  the  trade  associa¬ 
tions  to  form  a  solid  front  to  preserve 
freedom. 

•The  main  requirement,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,”  Mr.  Fay  declared,  “is  for  these 
Itrade)  associations — moving  along  the 
proper  lines  and  charted  by  past  ex¬ 
perience  to  bring  to  government  a  far 
better  understanding  than  exists  today 
of  business  and  trade  and  industry,  busi- 
;  ness  practices  and  standards  and  the  con¬ 
ditions  that  are  essential  for  business  to 
thrive  and  to  contribute  to  the  material 
I  well-being  of  the  whole  nation. 

“I  submit,  however,  that  no  man  who 
^himself  has  any  practical  acquaintance 
;with  business  processes  and  methods 
Innd  who  is  not  utterly  blinded  by  par¬ 
tisan  political  considerations  can  exam- 
[ine  the  Securities  Act,  the  Stock  Ex- 
'•bange  Act,  the  successive  revenue  acts 
I  of  recent  years,  the  Social  Security  Act. 
the  Public  Utilities  Act,  the  Tennessee 
'alley  Authority  Act  and  many  of  the 
I  arbitrary  regulations  devised  under  a 
diizen  other  recent  acts,  and  arrive  at 
verdict  other  than  that  they  cripple 
retard  business  rather  than  help  and 
it.  The  fact  is  even  so  clear  that 
's  hard  to  keep  from  wondering  if 
a  result  were  not  actually  in- 
'■il.  .  . 


Assessment  Raised 

pirlahoma’s  board  of  equalization  has 
''1  Oklahoma  Gas  &  Electric’s  tax 
-nient  $905,906  to  $22,615,400. 


Ickes  Public  Power  Loans  Scored 

Utility  attorneys  attack  program  as  waste  of  taxpayers’  money  —  Testi¬ 
mony  presented  to  show  Ickes  made  grant  to  Oklahoma  municipality 
after  aides  opposed  it 


Public  Works  Administrator  Harold  L. 
Ickes  followed  “his  own  dictatorial 
whimsy”  in  financing  municipal  power 
plants  “at  waste  of  the  taxpayers’ 
money,”  utility  attorneys  charged  at  a 
recent  hearing  before  the  District  of 
Columbia  Supreme  Court,  where  six  util¬ 
ity  suits  are  being  heard  to  test  P.W.A. 
grants  to  cities  for  municipal  systems. 

The  declaration  followed  a  ruling  by 
Chief  Justice  Alfred  A.  Wheat  that  the 
utilities  could  not  introduce  testimony  in¬ 
tended  to  show  that  Secretary  Ickes’ 
agreement  to  finance  a  publicly  owned 
system  at  Plainview,  Tex.,  would  create 
little  employment.  “We  wanted  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  show,”  Dean  Acheson,  formerly 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  power  interests,  asserted, 
“that  Public  Works  Administrator  Ickes 
was  not  making  his  allocations  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  work-relief  program,  but  was 
following  his  own  dictatorial  whimsies.” 
Jerome  Frank.  P.W.A.  power  attorney, 
objected  to  evidence  given  by  a  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  engineer,  Veatch  by  name, 
that  only  $56,194  of  the  $399,000  Ickes 
allotted  to  Plainview  would  have  gone 
for  job  making.  He  attacked  the  amount 


MORE  POWER  FOR 
STEEL  MILLS 
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3,000-kw.  generator  frame  in  the 
East  Pittsburgh  works  of  the  W'est- 
inghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing 
Company 


“as  only  speculation,  and  not  taking  into 
consideration  the  money  to  be  spent  on 
project  materials  that  would  prime  the 
heavy  goods  industry.” 

Mr.  Acheson  and  Newton  D.  Baker 
lost  every  move  to  introduce  evidence  in¬ 
tended  to  show  that  the  ten  municipal 
projects  involved  in  the  suit  would  injure 
private  companies.  They  attempted  to 
prove  the  Plainview  plant  would  not  be 
self-liquidating.  Chief  Justice  Wheat, 
however,  overruled  them,  saying  “the 
evidence  would  not  be  material;  it  has 
no  bearing  on  whether  or  not  Adminis¬ 
trator  Ickes  was  acting  within  his  power 
under  a  Constitutional  statute.” 

Ickes  ignores  veto 

A  new  angle  developed  at  a  later 
hearing  when  evidence  was  submitted 
that  officials  of  P.W.A.  had  advised  the 
town  of  Hominy,  Okla.,  to  withdraw  its 
application  for  funds  and  to  continue 
using  the  service  furnished  by  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Utilities  Company.  After  his 
subordinates  had  given  this  advice  Ad¬ 
ministrator  Ickes  allocated  the  loan  and 
grant  to  the  town,  it  was  testified. 

At  an  earlier  hearing  James  A.  Emery, 
engineer  of  Montclair,  N.  J.,  testified  that 
the  P.W  .A.’s  loans  and  grants  to  six  Ala¬ 
bama  towns  for  municipal  plants  would 
cost  the  Alabama  Power  Company  $704,- 
073  of  the  $1,187,206  invested  to  serve 
the  six  centers.  The  government  pro¬ 
tested  the  testimony  presented,  but  was 
overruled  by  Chief  Justice  Wheat.  He 
held  the  utilities  were  seeking  to  pn*ve 
their  right  to  ask  that  P.W’.A.’s  power 
program  be  declared  illegal  by  showing 
loss.  Hearings  are  being  continued. 

• 

No  Arm’s  Length 
Management  Here 

Local  control  will  be  accentuated,  de¬ 
clared  Samuel  Ferguson  l)efore  the 
Connecticut  Public  Utilities  Commission 
last  week,  if  the  board  approves  the 
merger  of  the  Manchester,  Union, 
Thomaston  and  Bolton  companies  with 
the  Connecticut  Power  Company.  It  is 
planned  to  set  up  local  boards  for  the 
several  divisions  of  the  power  company 
to  handle  public  relations;  to  guide  local 
management  in  regard  to  service,  wages 
and  working  conditions;  to  insure  a 
propier  return  on  the  cost  of  the  divi¬ 
sional  property,  and  to  recommend  capi¬ 
tal  outlays  for  the  district.  It  is  pro¬ 
posed  that  a  majority  of  each  board 
shall  be  composed  of  local  residents. 
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The  Current  Drift 


with  at  least  one  non-resident  member 
from  the  power  company’s  board  of 
directors,  and  that  each  member  of  the 
local  board  shall  own  one  or  more  shares 
of  power  company  stock. 

This  policy,  it  was  pointed  out,  is 
planned  in  connection  with  a  program 
to  avoid  falling  under  federal  super¬ 
vision  in  connection  with  the  holding 
company  law.  It  is  hoped  to  eliminate 
any  holding  company  aspects  of  the 
Connecticut  Power  Company  by  the  mer¬ 
ger,  as  well  as  to  insure  a  maximum  of 
local  administrative  control. 


or  editorials.  As  the  owner  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  proposed  to  be  purchased  we  pub- 
lished  several  advertisements  and  issued 
a  booklet  over  our  signature.  .  .  .  Charges 
that  we  made  other  expenditures  are 


LaCiiardia,  Bonneville  Expert 

New  York’s  energetic,  very  socially 
minded  Mayor,  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia, 
has  turned  from  master-minding  on  pub¬ 
lic  ownership  in  his  own  city  to  the  much 
broader  federal  field.  Out  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  for  the  national  conference  of 
mayors,  he  spent  two  hours  scrambling 
over  construction  (barely  past  the  foun¬ 
dation  stage)  at  Bonneville  and  came 
away  an  expert  on  the  project;  com¬ 
mented  that  it  was  another  long  step  in 
“liberating  the  people  of  this  country 
from  the  clutches  and  control  and 
monopoly  of  public  utility  companies.” 

Milwaukee  Electric  Talks  Back 

In  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign 
mud,  of  course,  is  heaved  in  handfulls. 
Most  people  can  ignore  the  things  said 
about  them,  but  in  the  case  of  a  public 
utility  it  is  doubtful  policy  to  let  the 
charges  go  unanswered.  Hence  adver¬ 
tisements  run  by  Milwaukee  Electric 
Railway  &  Light,  after  the  campaign, 
pointedly  dressed  down  Mayor  Dan  Hoan 
for  his  assertions  that  the  utility  used  a 
“slush  fund”  to  defeat  the  public  owner¬ 
ship  referendum  as  follows: 

“During  the  election  campaign  we 
carefully  avoided  engaging  in  dispute. 
We  even  allowed  grossly  unfair  and  ma¬ 
licious  statements  to  go  unchallenged. 
.  .  .  Now  that  the  campaign  is  over,  we 
want  you  to  know  that  we  took  no  part. 
.  .  .  Neither  did  we  write,  nor  were  we 
asked  to  write,  any  newspaper  articles 


Public  Ownership  and  Taxes 

What  is  the  effect  of  public  ownership 
of  power  projects  on  local  tax  revenues’ 
The  utility  industry  long  has  entertained 
its  own  opinions 


now  there  comes  some 
support  for  their  views  from  a  thoroughly 
unbiased  source,  the  University  of  Ala¬ 
bama’s  bureau  of  business  research. 

The  bureau  directly  attributes  to  the 
advent  of  T.V.A.  the  shrinkage  of  tax 
receipts  in  several  northern  Alabama 
counties.  The  decrease  in  assessments 
has  run  as  high  as  37  per  cent.  .Ala¬ 
bama  Power  Company  has  advertised 
this  report  in  local  newspapers  and  has 
pointed  out  that  T.V.A.  reports  payment 
of  only  $16,900  in  taxes  in  IQS.'i,  whereas 
Alabama  Power  and  Tennessee  Electric 
Power  paid  $4,500,000  between  them. 


Another  Tax  Bill 
Confronts  Business 

The  new  so-called  $803,000,000  tax  bill 
was  started  down  the  congressional  pro¬ 
duction  line  this  week.  A  general  outline 
only  of  the  bill  has  been  available  to  new 
sources.  Basic  changes  in  federal  methods 
of  corporate  taxation  are  apparently  con¬ 
templated  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
The  U.  S.  Treasury  has  not  as  yet  com¬ 
mitted  itself  to  publishing  an  estimate  of 
the  expected  tax  yield. 

Private  wire  services  announced  as 
long  ago  as  June  20,  1935,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Administration  to  sim¬ 
plify  holding  company  structures  in  all 
lines  of  business  by  taxing  the  holding 
company  form  as  such. 

Informal  comments  of  utility  attorneys 
this  week  on  the  basis  of  advance  incom¬ 
plete  information  as  to  contents  of  the  tax 
bill  are  that  if  the  bill  is  finally  passed  in 
its  present  form,  as  they  understand  it,  it 
will  be  more  drastic  than  the  Wheeler- 
Rayburn  Bill. 


T.V.A.;  Its  Purpose  and  Results 

The  purpose  of  the  T.V.A.  is  avowedly 
to  aid  navigation  and  flood  control,  yet 
the  citizens  of  Chattanooga,  chief  city 
on  the  Tennessee  River,  are  asking  the 
government  for  $15,000,000  to  protect 
their  city  against  floods,  remarks  the 
New  Jersey  Public  Utility  Information 
Committee. 


GRAND  COULEE  FOUNDATION  TAKES  FORM 


Caution  Advised 
in  Oregon  Project 

A  none-too-optimistic  report  on  the 
feasibility  of  a  “People’s  Utility  Dis¬ 
trict”  in  Linn  County,  Ore.,  as  has  been 
propos<*d,  has  been  issued  by  the  State 
Hydro-Electric  Commission.  The  com¬ 
mission  found  that  the  project,  involving 
the  serving  of  every  possible  customer  in 
the  district,  would  not  be  economically 
feasible  on  present  rates  for  power,  even 
considering  the  purchase  of  power  from 
Bonneville  at  5.42  mills  per  kilowatt- 
hour. 

The  report  cautioned  the  people  of 
the  district  against  attempting  to  operate 
a  competing  system,  stating  it  would  be 
sounder  from  an  economic  standpoint  to 
acquire  the  existing  facilities.  In  this 
connection  the  report  referred  to  the  fact 
that  severance  damages  would  probably 
be  allowed  on  that  portion  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  system  within  the  district. 


Wide 

Bc'drook  in  the  west  excavation  which  has  been  almost  covered  by  concrete) 
as  seen  from  the  top  of  a  support  for  the  western  cofferdam 
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power  Project  Fees 
Challenged  by  Ickes 

Fat  fees  for  services  rendered  to  pub¬ 
lic  power  projects  have  precipitated  a 
sharp  altercation  between  a  Cabinet 
member  and  a  former  Democratic  com¬ 
mitteeman.  The  ex-committeeman  is 
Arthur  F.  Mullen  of  Nebraska,  who 
asked  $150,000  for  legal  services  in 
1933,  1934  and  1935  from  the  Loup 
River  and  Platte  Valley  power  districts, 
which  had  fees  of  $40,000  and  $49,500 
approved.  His  adversary  is  that  stormy 
petrel  of  the  federal  Administration, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  P.W.A. 
Administrator  Harold  L.  Ickes. 

Letters  have  been  sent  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  both  districts.  Mr.  Ickes  de¬ 
clares  that  he  considers  $10,000  from 
each  client  to  be  reasonable  compensa¬ 
tion  for  the  services  rendered  by  Mr. 
Mullen;  that  the  amounts  allowed  by  the 
districts’  officials  are  excessive  and  un¬ 
reasonable,  and  that  P.W.A.  will  not  ad¬ 
vance  funds  to  meet  them. 

Commenting  on  reports  that  a  suit 
had  been  entered  against  the  Platte  Val¬ 
ley  district  for  the  approved  amount  of 
J49,500,  Mr.  Ickes  said  that  this  had  the 
appearance  of  a  collusive  action;  that 
the  district  should  change  the  approved 
amount  before  judgment  was  entered 
against  it  or  it  would  be  unable  to  de¬ 
fend  its  earlier  action,  and  that  P.W.A. 
could  intervene  in  the  suit,  but  probably 
would  not. 

• 

Power  Interchange 
Planned  on  Coast 

Plans  for  the  interchange  of  large 
blocks  of  power  between  the  Southern 
California  Edison  Company  and  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company  through 
revised  and  reinforced  interconnections 
between  the  two  systems  were  announced 
last  week  by  Fred  B.  Lewis,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  the  Edison 
company,  and  P.  M.  Downing,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company. 

Completion  of  the  interconnections, 
tentatively  set  for  July  of  next  year,  will 
provide  for  the  ready  absorption  into 
the  Edison  system  of  a  large  portion  of 
‘ts  allotment  of  power  to  be  generated 
at  Boulder  Canyon  dam  when  the  com¬ 
pany’s  contract  with  the  government  for 
Mulder  Dam  power  becomes  operative, 
dire  project  removes  the  possibility  of 
■iirplus  generating  capacity  formerly 
faced  by  the  Edison  company  and  ob- 
'lates  the  necessity  of  either  of  the  two 
•t'^nipanies  making  further  capital  in- 
'cstments  in  plant  capacity  while  either 
any  surplus  capacity  which  can 
economically  be  transferred  through  the 
i  **'terconnections. 


SUMMER  SALES  SLUMP 
TO  BE  OFFSET 


J.  F.  Fogarty,  president  North  American  Com¬ 
pany,  states  in  stockholders*  quarterly  letter 
that  all  subsidiaries  are  co-operating  with  deal¬ 
ers  and  contractors  to  promote  greater  usage 
of  appliances  in  an  effort  to  offset  the  seasonal 
decline  in  sales  experienced  during  the  sumftier 
months.  As  of  April  1,  North  American 
subsidiaries  were  serving  1,134,600  elec¬ 
tric  customers,  of  whom  993,700  were 
residential.  Number  of  residential  cus¬ 
tomers  served  increased  30,023  during 
the  past  twelve  months  and  3,409  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1936. 


Power  Conference 
Plans  Advance 

Program  for  September  meeting  takes 
form  with  many  of  the  leading  Ameri¬ 
can  speakers  chosen  and  the  subjects  of 
their  papers  arrangtMl 

Preparations  for  the  third  World 
Power  Conference,  to  be  held  in  Wash¬ 
ington  from  September  7  to  12,  are 
swinging  into  the  home  stretch.  This  is 
indicated  by  the  announcement  of  the 
following  American  authorities  who  will 
contribute  to  the  discussion  of  the  meet¬ 
ing’s  main  topic,  the  economics  of 
power: 

1.  Power  Resources,  Development  and 
Utilization — Central  Statistical  Board. 

2.  Trends  in  the  Utilization  of  Power  Re¬ 
sources — Dr.  Harlow  S.  Person,  consulting 
economist,  president  of  the  Taylor  Society. 

3.  Internal  Use  of  Statistics— Central  Sta¬ 
tistical  Board. 

4.  Production  and  Distribution  of  Coal  and 
Coal  Products — Isador  Lubin,  Commissioner 
of  Labor  Statistics,  in  collaboration  with  the 
National  Coal  Association. 

5.  Production  and  Distribution  of  Petro¬ 
leum  and  Its  Products — Joseph  E.  Pogue, 
consulting  engineer  American  Petroleum 
Institute. 

6.  Production  and  Distribution  of  Gas — 
Papers  by  Judson  C.  Dickerman.  Federal 
Trade  Commission,  and  by  the  American 
Gas  Association. 

7.  Organization  of  Private  Electric  and 
Gas  Utilities — Robert  E.  Healy,  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission;  James  F.  Fogar¬ 
ty,  president  North  American  Company. 

8.  Public  Regulation  of  Private  Electric 
and  Gas  Utilities — James  C.  Bonbright, 
trustee  New  York  Power  Authority;  William 
E.  Mosher,  Syracuse  University;  John  E. 
Zimmermann,  president  United  Gas  Im¬ 
provement  Company. 

9.  Organization  of  Publicly  Owned  Utili¬ 
ties — E.  F.  Scattergood.  general  manager  Los 
Angeles  Bureau  of  Power  and  Light. 

10.  Planning  for  the  Conservation  of  Na¬ 
tional  Resources — Stuart  Chase,  economist; 
W.  S.  Finlay,  Jr.,  president  West  Penn  Elec¬ 
tric  Company. 

11.  Conservation  of  Coal  Resources — U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Mines. 

12.  Conservation  of  Petroleum  and  Natural 
Gas — U.  S.  Bureau  of  Mines. 


13.  Planned  Utilization  of  Water  Re¬ 
sources — Arthur  E.  Morgan,  chairman  Ten¬ 
nessee  Valley  Authority;  Harrison  G.  Roby, 
Byllesby  Engineering  &  Management  Cor¬ 
poration. 

14.  Utilization  of  Small  Water  Powers — 
Dr.  H.  H.  Bennett,  chief  Soil  Conservation 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

15.  Regional  Integration  of  Electric  and 
Gas  Utility  Facilities — Basil  Manly,  vice- 
chairman  Federal  Power  Commission; 
George  N.  Tidd,  president  American  Gas  & 
Electric  Company. 

16.  Rationalization  of  Distribution  of 
Electrical  Energy  and  Gas — J.  D.  Ross, 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission;  Nor¬ 
man  R.  Gibson,  vice-president  Niagara  Hud¬ 
son  Power  Corporation. 

17.  Rural  Electrification — Dr.  H.  A.  Mor¬ 
gan,  director  Tennessee  Valley  Authority; 
Hudson  W.  Reed,  United  Gas  Improvement 
Company. 

18.  National  Power  and  Resources  Poli¬ 
cies — George  Soule,  editor  New  Republic; 
Floyd  L.  Carlisle,  chairman  Niagara  Hudson 
Power  Corporation. 

• 

Ickes  Rejects 
Hetch-Hetchy  Plan 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Harold  L. 
Ickes  has  ruled  that  the  proposed  plan 
of  the  city  of  San  Francisco  for  distri¬ 
bution  of  its  electric  power  from  Hetch- 
Hetchy  hydro-electric  plant  (Electrical 
World,  February  15,  page  48)  does  not 
constitute  compliance  with  the  Raker 
Act,  which  granted  the  use  of  public 
lands  subject  to  restrictions  in  the  sale 
of  power.  At  the  same  time  the  Secre¬ 
tary  stated  that  an  alternative  plan  pro¬ 
posed,  but  not  formally  submitted,  by 
the  city  would  comply  with  the  act. 

The  alternative  plan  informally  ad¬ 
vanced  by  city  officials  proposes  that 
the  city  acquire  all  facilities  necessary 
to  transmit  energy  from  Newark  to  San 
Francisco  and  to  transform  and  dis¬ 
tribute  it  to  consumers.  There  would 
be  no  transfer  of  power  from  city  own¬ 
ership  to  that  of  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Company. 
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Ontario  Hydro 
Faces  Taxation 

Minister  of  Municipal  Affairs  asserts 
power  commwsion  should  shoulder  a 
share  of  the  local  revenue  burden  — 
Cabinet  seen  behind  the  policy 

Ontario’s  Hydro-Electric  Commission 
had  barely  caught  its  breath  after  the 
now-famous  contract  cancellation  when 
it  came  face  to  face  with  a  new  battle — 
a  battle  to  terminate  its  tax  exemption. 
The  challenge,  too,  comes  from  the  high 
places,  from  the  province’s  Minister  of 
Welfare  and  Municipal  Affairs,  David 
A,  Croll,  and  the  assumption  is  that  the 
Minister  wouldn’t  say  anything  so  strong 
if  he  did  not  have  the  authority  of  the 
Cabinet. 

What  he  said  was:  “I  myself  see  no 
valid  reason  why  Hydro  should  escape 
this  taxation.”  He  was  speaking  in 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont.,  and  was  comment¬ 
ing  on  the  possible  purchase  of  the 
Canadian  Niagara  Power  Company  by 
Hydro.  This  would  mean  an  annual  loss 
of  $136,000  to  Stamford  Township. 
‘‘Such  a  blow,”  said  the  Minister, 
‘‘would  be  a  severe  one  to  the  munici¬ 
pality.” 

The  Toronto  Globe,  however,  pro¬ 
fesses  to  know  that  changes  are  in  the 
cards  for  Hydro.  A  threefold  policy, 
says  the  journal:  (1)  Taxation;  (2) 
assumption  by  Hydro  of  the  debt  in¬ 
curred  for  it  by  the  province,  and  (3) 
placing  of  Hydro  under  definite  govern¬ 
ment  control.  This  program,  says  the 
Globe,  still  is  unofficial,  but  such  a  set 
of  laws  may  be  introduced  with  the 
blessing  of  the  Cabinet  in  the  not  far 
distant  future. 

New  Outlet  for 
Conn.  River  Power 

Plans  are  rapidly  maturing  for  the 
construction  of  a  110-kv.  transmission 
line  about  20  miles  long  between  the 
Tewksbury  substation  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Power  Company  and  the  Melrose 
substation  of  the  Malden  Electric  Com¬ 
pany  in  eastern  Massachusetts,  under 
the  direction  of  the  engineering  staff  of 
the  New  England  Power  Association. 
The  growth  of  load  on  the  North  Shore 
between  Boston  and  Gloucester  and  the 
availability  of  hydro  capacity  as  well  as 
steam  power  on  tbe  New  England  sys¬ 
tem  has  led  to  a  decision  to  build  this 
line  as  soon  as  right-of-way  and  crossing 
problems  can  be  settled.  At  present  the 
major  electrical  requirements  of  the 
North  Boston  area  are  supplied  from  the 
Salem  Electric  Lighting  steam  plant  and 
from  connections  with  the  Boston  Edison 
system,  which  in  turn  is  tied  into  the 


New  England  Power  Company  system 
through  the  towns  of  Millbury,  Clinton 
and  Woburn. 

A  comprehensive  interchange  system 
has  been  operating  for  some  years  be¬ 
tween  the  various  properties,  and  the 
new  line  will  provide  an  additional  in¬ 
surance  of  supply  for  the  North  Boston 
area,  besides  enabling  energy  to  be 
utilized  economically  by  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Power  Association’s  retail  proper¬ 
ties  in  conjunction  with  the  eastern 
Massachusetts  transmission  network. 

• 

Engineers  Recommend 
County  Power  Plant 

County  ownership’s  advantages  have 
been  painted  in  glowing  terms  to  Arling¬ 
ton  County,  Virginia.  Consulting  en¬ 
gineers,  who  have  been  surveying  for  a 
possible  dam  at  Occoquan,  15  miles 
south  of  Arlington,  say  rates  could  be 
lowered  sharply.  Exact  costs,  however, 
have  not  been  reported. 


National  Kleotrical  Wholesalers  Asso¬ 
ciation  —  Annual  convention.  The 
Home.stead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May 
4-9.  E.  Donald  Tolies,  managing 
director,  165  Broadway,  New  York. 

American  Institute  of  Klectrical  Engi¬ 
neers — North  Eastern  District  Meet¬ 
ing,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  6-8 ; 
summer  convention,  Huntington 
Hotel,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  June  22-26. 
H.  H.  Henline,  national  .secretary,  33 
West  39th  Street,  New  York. 

Northwest  Electric  I.ight  and  Power 
Assoriation — Annual  general  meeting, 
engineering  and  operation  section, 
Davenport  Hotel,  Spokane,  W'ash., 
May  7-9.  Berkeley  Snow,  executive 
secretary,  Spalding  Bldg.,  Portland, 
Ore. 

Refrigerating  Machinery  Association — 

St)ring  meeting.  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May 
14-16.  D.  Norris  Benedict,  president, 
915  Southern  Building,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Air  Conditioning  Manufacturers’  As¬ 
sociation  —  Annual  meeting.  Hot 
Springs,  Va.,  May  16.  P.  A.  McKit- 
trick.  president,  915  Southern  Build¬ 
ing,  Washington,  D.  C. 

National  Electrical  .Manufacturers  As¬ 
soriation  —  Spring  meeting.  The 
Homestead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May 
17-21.  W.  J.  Donald,  managing  di¬ 
rector,  155  East  44th  Street,  New  York. 

National  Battery  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation — Spring  convention,  Statler 
Hotel,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  20-21. 
W.  J.  Parker,  7  East  44th  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Edison  Electric  Institute — Annual  con¬ 
vention,  Municipal  Auditorium,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  June  1-4.  Bernard 
F.  Weadock,  managing  director,  420 
Ijexington  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Third  World  Power  Conference — Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  September  7-12.  Joel 
Wolfsohn,  executive  secretary.  Interior 
Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Engineer¬ 
ing  Education — Annual  Meeting,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  June 
23-26.  Dr.  F.  L.  Bishop,  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

American  Society  for  Testing  Materials 
— Annual  meeting,  Chalfonte-Haddon 
Hall,  Atlantic  City,  June  29-July  3. 
R.  E.  Hess,  assistant  secretary,  260 
South  Broad  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

International  Union  of  Producers  and 
Distributers  of  Electric  Energy — 
Sixth  congress,  Scheveningen,  Holland, 
June  10-20. 


Washington  Utility 
Wins  Point  in  Suit 

An  initial  victory  has  been  scored  by 
the  Washington  Water  Power  Company 
in  its  fight  against  the  District  Power 
Bill.  Superior  Court  Judge  William  A. 
Huneke,  sitting  in  Davenport,  Wash., 
issued  a  restraining  order  against  the 
election  board  of  Lincoln  County  pro¬ 
hibiting  it  from  placing  a  public  utilities 
district  project  on  the  November  ballot, 
A  demurrer  by  the  defendants  was  over¬ 
ruled. 

The  defendants’  counsel  announced, 
however,  that  an  immediate  appeal  will 
be  taken. 

Judge  Huneke  said  that  one  of  the 
considerations  on  which  he  ba.sed  hk 
ruling  was  that  the  taxpayers  to  be 
included  in  the  district — Washington 
Water  Power  was  one — had  not  been 
given  proper  notice.  The  decision  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  affect  similar  actions  pending 
in  Okanogan,  Stevens  and  Pend  Oreille 
counties. 

• 

Alabama  Power 
Quotes  an  Enemy 

The  Alabama  Power  Company  re¬ 
cently  took  occasion  to  place  newspaper 
advertisements  calling  attention  to  an 
editorial  in  the  Birmingham  Post,  “a 
Scripps-Howard  newspaper  which  the 
most  prejudiced  critic  of  the  electric 
power  industry  certainly  could  not  class 
as  being  ‘friendly’  to  that  industry.” 

The  paper  said,  on  the  subject  of 
public  ownership:  ‘‘We  have  admitted 
that  when  any  such  plant  (publicly 
owned)  fails  to  set  off  in  its  bookkeeping 
entries  an  item  commensurate  with  the 
tax  bill  a  privately  owned  plant  would 
have  to  pay,  the  rates  charged  by  that 
public  plant  can  in  no  sense  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  ‘yardstick  rates.’  ” 

The  power  company  asks  the  further 
question:  ‘‘What  will  happen  to  the  tai 
budgets  of  states,  counties  and  cities  if 
tbe  T.V.A.  steps  in  and  takes  all  light 
and  power  properties  off  the  tax  rolls? 
In  Alabama  the  amount  of  lost  taxes 
would  be  over  $2,000,000.” 


Municipal  Power  Plant 
in  Delaware  Hits  Sna^ 

Eastern  Shore  Public  Service  Com¬ 
pany  and  28  citizens  have  succeeded  m 
getting  a  show  cause  order  against  the 
Seaford,  Del.,  Town  Council  on  the  ht- 
ter’s  plan  to  sell  $150,000  of  bonds  for 
a  municipal  electric  plant.  Tbe  order  is 
to  come  up  for  hearing  in  Vi  ilmingtoo 
May  7. 
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Output  Widens  Margin  Over  1935 
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Precedents  of  normal  years  are  being 
shattered  by  the  sustained  large  output 
of  central  stations  for  electric  light  and 
power.  Instead  of  declining,  as  it 
usually  does  in  spring,  it  has  been  ris¬ 
ing  since  the  end  of  February  except 
during  two  weeks  marked  by  fl«*ods. 
The  week  ended  April  25  brought  the 
remarkable  increase  of  15.5  per  cent 
over  the  like  period  of  the  preceding 
year,  production  amounting  to  1,932,- 
797,000  kw,-hr.,  according  to  the  Edison 
Electric  Institute.  This  was  only  2  per 
cent  less  than  last  January’s  maximum. 
It  exceeded  the  1930  record  for  the  week 

Alabama  Power  Voids 
E.H.F.A.  Contract 

Under  the  30-day  cancellation  clause, 
the  Alabama  Power  Company  has 
rescinded  its  contract  made  with  the 
Electric  Home  and  Farm  Authority. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the 
utility  would  have  acted  as  a  collection 
and  service  agent  for  E.H.F.A.  Bills 
for  installment  payments  on  electrical 
appliances  were  sent  out  by  the  power 
company  on  its  bills  for  energy. 

Collections  are  still  being  made  on  old 
contracts  through  the  Alabama  Power 
Company,  but  no  new  contracts  have 
been  made  since  March  2,  1935,  when 
Judge  Grubb  issued  the  injunction  in 
the  T.V.A.  case,  to  which  the  Electric 
Home  and  Farm  Authority  was  also  a 


by  12.2  per  cent.  It  brought  the  month 
to  a  close  with  every  week’s  output  sur¬ 
passing  that  of  any  week  in  March. 

The  gains  were  country-wide,  ranging 
from  25.9  per  cent  over  1935  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  states  to  10.6  per  cent 


Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 


Region 

Apr.  25 

-Week  ended- 
Apr.  18 

Apr.  1 1 

New  England . 

-1-10.6 

-1-13.9 

-1-11.2 

Middle  .Atlantic. . . 

-1-15.5 

-1-10.0 

-1-  9.8 

Central  Industr  al. 

-1-17.4 

-1-12.3 

-hl3.2 

West  Central . 

-1-13.9 

-I-II.5 

-|-  8.  1 

Southern  States. . . 

-1-13.5 

-I-II.7 

-1-12  7 

Rocky  Mountain. . 

-4-25.9 

-t-15.8 

-f  18.2 

Pacific  Coast . 

-1-16.9 

-H6.5 

-1-12.2 

United  States. . . 

-1-15.5 

-1-12.5 

-I-I2.I 

party.  At  that  time  more  than  100  Ala¬ 
bama  dealers  were  ready  to  sell  appli¬ 
ances  through  E.H.F.A.  financing. 

Since  the  T.V.A.  suit  was  filed  the 
Alabama  Power  Company  has  entered 
into  a  contract  with  a  private  company 
for  the  financing  of  appliances. 

• 

Average  Utility  Wage 
Ranks  High  in  Oklahoma 

Utility  employees  in  Oklahoma  receive 
the  highest  per  capita  pay  of  any  in¬ 
dustry  in  the  state  save  one.  The  aver¬ 
age,  according  to  State  Labor  Commis¬ 
sioner  W.  A.  Pat  Murphy,  was  $28.16 
per  week  for  the  1,993  persons  employed 
by  water,  light  and  power  companies  in 
March,  1  cent  per  employee  less  than  in 
the  top  ranking  industry,  steam  railroad 
shops. 


in  New  England.  Advances  in  the 
Middle  Atlantic  and  Central  industrial 
areas  point  to  accelerated  demands  for 
power.  With  a  few  minor  exceptions 
the  regional  percentages  were  the  high¬ 
est  thus  far  recorded  during  the  current 
year. 

Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Ilr. 


1936  1935  1934 


Apr. 

25.. 

.  1.933 

Apr. 

27.. 

.1,673 

Apr. 

28.. 

.1.669 

Apr 

18.. 

.  1.915 

Apr. 

20.. 

.  1.702 

Apr. 

21.. 

.1,673 

Apr. 

M.. 

.  1.934 

Apr. 

13.. 

.  1,725 

Apr. 

14.. 

.1  642 

Apr. 

4.. 

.  1.916 

Apr. 

6.. 

.1,700 

Apr. 

7.. 

.1,617 

Mar. 

28.. 

.  1.867 

Mar. 

30.. 

.1.713 

Mar. 

31.. 

.1,666 

Mar. 

21.. 

.  1.862 

Mar. 

23.. 

.1.725 

Mar. 

24.. 

.1.658 

Mar. 

14.. 

.1,901 

Mar. 

16.. 

.1,728 

Mar. 

17.. 

.1,650 

Duke  to  Appeal 
State  Tax  Case 

Validity  of  the  South  Carolina  elec¬ 
tric  power  tax  will  be  carried  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  according 
to  an  announcement  by  the  Duke  Power 
Company.  The  appeal  will  be  from  the 
federal  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  order 
upholding  the  state;  a  brief  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  granting  of  the  writ  has  been 
filed. 

The  power  company,  in  the  lower 
courts,  attacked  the  act,  as  construed  by 
tbe  state  Tax  Commission,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  tax  should  be  applied  only  on 
power  generated  for  sale,  whereas  the 
commission  has  applied  it  to  all  power 
generated  within  the  state,  not  taking 
into  consideration  line  losses,  etc. 
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30,000  Visit  Cincinnati  Exhibit 

A  4()()-walt  spotlight  was  concealed  behind  the  iris  of  thi> 
eye  above  the  entrance  to  the  Better  Vision  Exhibit  at 
(Cincinnati.  The  iris,  expanding  and  contracting,  controlled 
and  varied  the  spotlight’s  beams,  which  played  on  a  build¬ 
ing  across  the  street.  Each  column  bouses  24  150-watt 
lamps  and  is  surmounted  by  a  cylinder  of  glass  tubes. 
Inside  each  cylinder  is  a  500-watt  lamp. 


Chickamauga,  Fifth  T.V.A. 
Dam,  Starts  on  Its  Way 

.\t  this  site,  8  miles  upstream  from 
Chattanooga,  the  $52.(X)0.(KK)  Chicka- 
maiiga  Dam  will  be  constructed.  Al¬ 
though  the  barrier  will  be  a  mile  long 
and  104  ft.  high  and  create  a  reservoir 
with  an  area  of  65  square  miles,  it  is 
destined  to  appear  Indore  the  Supreme 
(Court  in  the  rr»le  of  a  “navigation”  proj¬ 
ect.  Rigging  equipment  is  shown  in 
place  and  the  li.  S.  Army  Engineers’ 
barge  is  dredging  channels  around  the 
lock  site. 


Daddies  Go  to  | 

Domestic  heavy-duty  appliance  sale?  i 
local  electrical  men  attend  Henry  tj 
Edison  Electric  Illuminating  (  omnaj' 
cookery  are  explained  and  di  mon-i.at 
the  Metropolitan  Electrical  League  js! 


Clocks  Survive  Floofls 

From  six  to  twenty-four  hours  these 
clocks  were  submerged  in  muddy  flood 
waters  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  With  a  mud 
coat  two  weeks  old,  the  clocks  reached 
the  factory,  water  was  shaken  out  and, 
plugged  in,  the  clocks  ran ! 
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Ml 


en  School 

impetus  in  Boston  as  125-od(l 
wiling  school  at  auditorium  of 
?  fine  points  of  modem  electric 
a  ten-week  course  sponsored  by 
J  Electric  Appliance  Co. 


Boulder  Dam  Outlet 
Valves  Tested  (at  top) 
Checking  operations  of  outlet 
valves  for  Boulder  Dam.  The 
houses  are  located  above  and 
downstream  from  the  power 
house,  on  either  side  of  the 
canyon.  The  outlet  valves  per¬ 
mit  by-pass  of  reservoir  water 
around  the  dam  to  be  used  below 
the  project  for  irrigation  and 
water  supply  purposes. 


Driver’s  Eye  View 
of  No-Aocident  Higway 

Sodium  lighting  installation  on 
Hamburg  Turnpike,  Pompton 
Lakes,  N.  J.,  as  seen  from 
driver’s  seat.  Only  one  accident 
during  the  year  with  soditn 
lighting,  compared  to  elcvt  * 
accidents  per  year  before  sodiu:  \ 
lighting,  is  the  report  of  Chief  oi 
Police  Arthur  W.  Gilbert.  This 
three-  and  four-lane  highway  is 
black  macadam,  sodium-lighted 
for  IJ  miles. 


Several  hundred  salesmen  of  Gulf  States  Utilities  Company  gathered  at  Beau¬ 
mont.  Texas,  to  hear  an  address  on  sales  over  the  long-distance  telephone  by  Vice- 
President  Gerald  Hulett  of  Electromaster,  Inc.  The  telephone,  shown  on  desk,  is 
equipped  with  a  special  transmitter  developed  by  telephone  company  engineers. 


Utility  Bonds  Firm;  Stocks  Recede 


120 

no 

100 

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 

no 

108 

106 

104 

102 

100 

98 

96 

94 

92 

90 

86 

86 

64 

82 


PRICE  TREND  OF  37 
POWER  AND  LIGHT 
COMMON  STOCKS 


1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  Jan.  F«b.  Mar  Apr  May  June  July 

1936 


! 

PRICE  TREND  OF 

50  POWER  AND 
LIGHT  BONDS 

J 

\ 

1 

' 

i\ 

1  ; 

: 

i  / 

1  ; 
1  ! 

1 

; 

1 

i 

1 

f 

1 

1930  1931 


1932  1933  1934  1935  JFMAMJJA 

1936 

Ilifch-fcradr  utility  bonds  held  their  ground  in  April,  losses  being  nominal. 
“Electrieal  World”  index,  103.4;  Mareh,  105.6.  During  the  past  week 
stueks  yielded  some  ground.  “Eleetrical  W'orld”  index,  34.6;  last  week,  35.8. 


Utilities  Plan 
Plant  Expansion 

United  Light  &  Power  Company  and 
subsidiaries  report  that  their  business 
generally  during  1935  was  much  better 
than  at  any  time  since  1932,  due  largely 
to  the  improvement  of  general  business 
in  spite  of  increased  labor  costs  and 
very  much  increased  taxes,  according  to 
the  report  for  the  year  signed  by 
Charles  S.  McCain,  president.  Construc¬ 
tion  ex[>enditures  for  1935  totaled  $6,- 
519.005,  of  which  $4,419,034  is  accounted 
for  by  the  electric  department  and 
$1,290,730  by  the  gas  department.  The 
authorized  construction  budget  for  1936 
is  about  $14,500,000. 

Business  conditions  in  the  territory 
served  by  the  operating  companies  in 
the  Northern  States  Power  Company 


system  are  decidedly  better  and  under 
normal  conditions  the  company  could 
look  forward  hopefully  to  better  net 
earnings,  Robert  F.  Pack,  president, 
states  in  the  annual  report  for  1935.  No 
large  construction  projects  were  under¬ 
taken  during  1935,  Capital  expenditures 
budget  for  1936  totals  $3,365,000.  Major 
projects  include  the  installation  of  addi¬ 
tional  capacity  at  various  plants  and 
construction  of  substations  in  the  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  St.  Paul  divisions. 

Public  Service  Company  of  Colorado 
will  add  an  extension  to  its  Valmont 
plant.  The  new  wing  will  be  46  ft.  wide, 
86  ft.  long  and  87  ft.  high  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  reserve  generating  capacity  of 
34,000  hp.  will  be  installed.  This  in¬ 
creases  the  plant  capacity  from  60,000 
to  94,000  hp.  Reported  cost  about  $1,200,- 
000.  The  company  has  recently  made 
some  improvements  at  its  Boulder  hydro¬ 
electric  plant,  costing  $287,000. 


Connecticut  Light  &  Power  Company 
plans  transmission  line  in  Terryville  to 
North  Plymouth  and  the  Holt  district. 
The  present  service  line  reaches  the 
Thomaston  Reservoir  on  North  Street,  and 
the  new  construction  will  follow  along 
this  street.  Last  year  power  lines  were 
extended  from  South  Street,  Plymouth,  to 
the  Mount  Tobe  Airport. 

• 

Pacific  Gas  Offers 
$30,000,000  Issue 

An  offering  of  $30,000,000  of  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company  first  and  re¬ 
funding  mortgage  series  H  3|  per  cent 
bonds,  due  1961,  was  made  this  week  at 
102|  and  accrued  interest.  The  bonds 
are  of  the  same  series  as  the  $90,000,000 
issue  marketed  last  month  (Electrical 
World,  March  28,  page  58b).  This 
financing  brings  to  a  total  of  $215,000,- 
000  the  refunding  operations  carried  out 
by  the  company  since  March,  1935, 
Proceeds  of  this  latest  offering  together 
with  other  treasury  funds  will  be  used 
to  redeem  $18,446,000  first  mortgage  5 
per  cent  bonds  due  1946  of  Great 
Western  Power  Company  at  106  and  ac¬ 
crued  interest  on  July  1,  and  $11,555,000 
first  mortgage  5  per  cent  bonds  of 
Sierra  &  San  Francisco  Power  Com¬ 
pany  at  110  and  accrued  interest  on 
August  1.  Both  are  assumed  obligations 
of  P.  G.  &  E. 

An  application  has  been  filed  with  the 
New  York  Public  Service  Commission 
by  the  Brooklyn  Edison  Company,  Inc., 
for  permission  to  issue  $55,000,000  ag¬ 
gregate  principal  amount  of  3^  per  cent 
mortgage  bonds,  due  1971,  to  refund 
$55,007,000  outstanding  5  per  cent  gen¬ 
eral  mortgage  bonds. 

Central  Illinois  Light  Company  issued 
111,464  shares  of  4V^  per  cent  pre¬ 
ferred  stock,  cumulative,  at  102  a  share, 
plus  an  amount  equivalent  to  dividends 
at  the  rate  of  4V2  c^nt  from  May  12, 
1936,  to  the  date  of  payment. 

• 

En^neers  Public  Service 
to  Reduce  its  Capital 

Stockholders  of  the  Engineers  Public 
Service  Company  will  be  asked  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  May  18  to  reduce  capital 
from  $99,135,145  to  $42,985,601  through 
a  cut  in  the  stated  value  of  the  common 
stock  from  $58,059,512  to  $1,909,968.  It 
is  stated  that  the  capital  surplus  thus 
created  will  make  allowance  for  possible 
shrinkage  of  security  holdings  through 
changed  conditions.  The  common  stock 
will  be  made  $1  par  value  instead  of  no 
par,  while  the  status  of  the  preferred 
shares  will  be  unchanged. 
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tomers.  He  has  done  a  fine  job  in  im¬ 
proving  the  gas  and  electric  service,  in 
developing  the  personnel  and  in  creating 
a  greater  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of 
gas  and  electricity.  At  the  same  time 
we  cannot  stand  in  the  way  of  his  greater 
opportunities  and  know  that  he  will 
bring  great  credit  to  himself  in  his  new 
work. 

“Roscoe  E.  Taylor,  by  his  person¬ 
ality,  his  perseverance  and  his  charac¬ 
ter,  and  by  his  years  of  experience  in  the 
utility  field  and  in  civic  service,  is  excel¬ 
lently  well  qualified  as  Mr.  Porter’s  suc¬ 
cessor.  He  leaves  a  wonderful  record  in 
Ottumwa.  Mr.  Taylor  will  be  found  to 
be.  by  nature  and  interest,  a  hearty  sup¬ 
porter  of  every  constructive  movement 
for  the  betterment  and  upbuilding  of 
Iowa  City.  He  can  make  a  real  contri¬ 
bution.  We  hope  Iowa  City  will  make 
generous  use  of  him.” 


In  accepting  this  executive  position  in 
Kansas  City  Mr.  Porter  is  returning  to 
familiar  territory.  Prior  to  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  Iowa  City  Power  &  Light,  he 
spent  thirteen  years  with  the  Kansas  City 
properties. 

Following  graduation  from  Stanford 
University  in  1921,  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Kansas  City  Power  &  Light 
Company,  serving  as  assistant  secretary 
and  assistant  treasurer.  In  1930  he  was 
made  assistant  to  the  president.  His 
transfer  to  Iowa  City  followed  in  1934. 

Mr.  Porter  has  been  active  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs  both  in  Kansas  City  and 
Iowa  City.  He  has  devoted  considerable 
time  to  Chamber  of  Commerce  activities 
and  has  also  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
the  work  of  the  Edison  Electric  Institute, 
Missouri  Association  of  Public  Utilities, 
the  Missouri  Valley  Electric  Association, 
the  Edison  Pioneers  and  the  Electric  and 
Radio  Association  of  Kansas  City. 

Mr.  Taylor,  who  became  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Iowa  City 
Light  &  Power  Company  on  May  1,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Mr.  Porter,  became  identified 
with  the  public  utility  industry  in  1920 
as  chief  clerk  of  the  Ottumwa  (Iowa) 


These  four  good-looking  boys  are  (left  to  right):  O.  M.  Jackson,  (Georgia 
Power;  E.  W.  Ashmead  of  Tennessee  Electric  Power;  D.  B.  Millar  of  Buffalo, 
Niagara  &  Eastern,  and  T.  L.  Bissell  of  Alabama  Power — all  at  Chicago 


J.  F.  Porter  Made  Vice-President 
of  Kansas  City  Power  &  Light 


Relinquighes  duties  with  Iowa  City  Power  &  Light  to  return  to  Missouri 
—  Taylor  succeeds  him  in  Iowa  City  —  President  MacDonald  pays 
tribute  to  both  executives 


RoHCoe  Taylor 


Joseph  F.  Porter,  Jr.,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Iowa  City 
Light  &  Power  Company,  has  been  made 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales  of  the 
Kansas  City  Power  &  Light  Company  and 
Roscoe  E.  Taylor  of  Ottumwa  has  been 
selected  to  succeed  him  in  Iowa  City. 

R.  B.  MacDonald,  president  of  the 
Iowa  City  Light  &  Power  Company,  said 
in  connection  with  the  change  in  com¬ 
pany  executives:  “We  have  accepted  Mr. 
Porter’s  resignation  with  the  deepest  re¬ 
gret  because  we  have  felt  that  he  thor¬ 
oughly  understood  our  problem  in  Iowa 
City  and  was  making  progress  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  better  relations  with  our  cus- 


Gas  Company.  In  1922  he  became  sales 
manager  and  in  1930  succeeded  T.  C. 
Roderick  as  general  manager.  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor  has  also  been  active  in  community 
affairs  in  Ottumwa.  He  was  president 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  1932  and 
the  director  last  year  of  the  community 
chest  campaign. 


• 

►  Carl  S.  Makeig,  president  of  the 
Southwestern  Public  Service  Company 
with  headquarters  in  Amarillo,  Tex.,  was 
accorded  an  unusual  honor  on  April  16 
by  the  city  officials  and  citizens  of 
McLean,  one  of  the  smaller  cities  served 
by  the  company  in  the  Texas  Panhandle. 
The  honor  conferred  was  in  the  form  of 
a  testimonial  dinner  arranged  by  city 
officials  and  a  large  number  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  citizens.  Mayor  Davis  and  others  on 
the  program  spoke  in  terms  of  highest 
praise  of  the  company’s  operating  poli¬ 
cies  and  its  co-operation  with  local  citi¬ 
zens.  Other  company  officials  sharing 
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versity,  Associate  Commissioner  of  Labor 
and  Industries  and  head  of  the  special 
commission  which  recently  submitted  a 
270-page  report  to  the  Legislature 
recommending  the  adoption  of  a  sliding- 
scale  method  of  rate-making  (Electri¬ 
cal  World,  February  8,  page  6),  will 
be  appointed  in  his  place.  Mr.  Attwill 
will  be  retained  as  associate  commis¬ 
sioner.  A  vacancy  exists  on  the  board 
due  to  the  recent  resignation  of  Abra¬ 
ham  C.  Webber. 

►  Vladimir  Karapetoff,  professor  of 
electrical  engineering,  Cornell  Univer¬ 
sity,  has  been  appointed  by  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Electrical  Engineers  to  serve  for  1936 
as  an  institute  representative  on  the 
Council  of  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

►  Thomas  N.  McCarter  was  elected 
president  of  the  Public  Service  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  New  Jersey  for  the  thirty-fourth 
consecutive  time  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  corporation’s  board  of  directors 
held  in  Newark  on  April  21.  Mr. 
McCarter  occupies  a  unique  position 
among  the  utility  companies  of  the  coun¬ 
try  inasmuch  as  he  is  the  only  president 
Public  Service  has  ever  had  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  his  period  of  continuous  service 
has  been  longer  than  that  of  any  other 
head  of  a  like  company. 

►  J.  W.  Lewis,  who  has  been  assistant  to 
President  Gerard  Swope  since  1923,  was 
elected  treasurer  of  the  General  Electric 
Company  at  the  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  company  on  April  24. 
He  succeeds  R.  S.  Murray,  who  retired 
on  May  1  because  of  ill  health,  after 
43  years  service  with  the  company. 

►  J.  W.  Whittington  has  recently  been 
appointed  by  the  electrical  cord  manu¬ 
facturers  to  take  over  the  work  of  James 
A.  Smith  in  the  promotion  of  approved 
flexible  cord.  Mr.  Whittington  goes  to 
the  National  Electrical  Manufacturing 


Association  from  the  Electrical  Testing 
Laboratories,  where  he  has  been  active 
in  the  I.E.S.  lamp  campaign.  Past  afiilia- 
tions  include  Underwriters  Laboratories, 
Inc.,  and  the  N.E.L.A. 


New  Ofi&cers  of 
Line  Material  Company 

Four  new  officers  are  moved  up  from 
the  organization  ranks  of  the  Line  Mate¬ 
rial  Company,  according  to  a  recent  an¬ 
nouncement  by  W.  D.  Kyle,  president. 
They  are  G.  L.  Smrz,  who  now  becomes 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales  pro¬ 
motion  after  eighteen  years  with  the  com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  Smrz  started  in  as  a  billing 
clerk  and  advancing  through  various  posi- 

C.  J.  Lemont  I-  I 


Lewis  A.  I.«wi8  of  Washington 
Water  Power  Company,  Spokane, 
ponders  over  a  glass  of  water  at 
Chicago  sales  convention 


the  praise  of  the  speakers  were  C.  O. 
Greene,  the  McLean  manager  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  T.  W.  Gilstrap,  formerly  man¬ 
ager  at  McLean  and  present  commercial 
manager  at  Amarillo. 

►  Paul  J.  Ost,  formerly  chief  electrical 
engineer  for  the  Public  Utilities  Commis¬ 
sion,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  general  manager  and  chief  en¬ 
gineer  of  the  recently  formed  Electrical 
Power  Bureau  of  the  commission.  All 
electrical  facilities  of  the  municipality 
will  be  handled  through  the  new  bureau, 
including  plans  and  specifications  for 
proposed  developments. 

►Henry  C.  Attwill,  for  the  past  seven¬ 
teen  years  chairman  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Department  of  Public  Utilities, 
will  be  removed  from  that  office.  Gov. 
James  M.  Curley  announced  this  week. 
Prof.  John  J.  Murray  of  Boston  Uni¬ 


A.  I>.  Steinniayer 


tions  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  East 
Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  plant  of  the  company, 
where  he  handled  production  and  sales. 
His  promotion  moves  him  to  South  Mil¬ 
waukee.  A.  D.  Steinniayer,  now  appointed 
vice-president  in  charge  of  engineering, 
joined  the  Line  Material  Company  in 
1920,  after  graduation  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Illinois,  as  an  electrical  engineer 
and  had  been  advanced  to  the  position  of 
chief  engineer  at  the  time  of  his  election 
as  vice-president.  C.  J.  Lemont,  now 
vice-president  in  charge  of  production, 
has  been  with  Line  Material  since  the 
company  was  organized  and  rose  to  his 
present  office  in  a  continuous  increase  of 
production  responsibilities.  W.  S.  Pie- 
rick  is  a  graduate  of  Marquette  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  entered  Line  Material  in  1924 
as  an  auditor.  He  became  successively 
office  manager  and  comptroller  and  has 
now  been  elected  treasurer. 


C.  E.  Greenwood  (back)  talking  to  (left  to  right):  E.  G.  Stahl,  San  Joatfuin 
Light  &  Power;  R.  C.  McFadden,  Southern  California  Edison,  and  G.  W. 
Thomas,  Public  Service  of  Colorado,  also  at  Chicago 
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Earnings  Reports 
Show  Good  Gains 

Interesting  reading,  these  first-quarter 
reports  of  electrical  manufacturers. 
Among  the  latest  statements  is  that  of 
Allis  -  Chalmers  Manufacturing,  which 
reveals  net  sales  for  the  three  months 
ended  March  31  of  $11,633,167,  against 
$6,697,646  in  the  corresponding  1935 
period.  Orders  on  the  hooks  were  $9,- 
153,189  as  of  March  31,  against  $8,182,- 
293  a  year  earlier,  and  first-quarter  net 
income  was  $754,127,  while  the  com¬ 
parable  1935  period  resulted  in  a  net  loss 
of  $22,242. 

General  Cable  also  recorded  further 
improvement  in  the  three  months  with 
net  of  $115,785  after  all  charges  and  de¬ 
duction  of  15  per  cent  of  income  for  con¬ 
tingencies  to  cover  taxes,  etc.  This  com¬ 
pares  with  a  net  loss  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1935  of  $126,318. 

G.E.  Range  Sales  Soar, 

1936  Prospects  Bright 

Public  utilities  and  dealers  are  order¬ 
ing  electric  ranges  in  carload  lots  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  cautious  attitude  of  recent 
years;  indications  are  that  this  year’s 
sales  estimates  will  be  exceeded  by  a 
wide  margin. 

This  is  the  attitude  of  J.  R.  Poteat, 
range  division  manager  for  General  Elec¬ 
tric,  who  announces  that  the  company’s 
range  sales  in  the  first  quarter  of  1936 
were  2.8  times  the  volume  for  the  cor¬ 
responding  1935  months. 

Kelvinator  Shipments 
Continue  to  Advance 

Sharply  increased  shipments  of  Kel¬ 
vinator  household  refrigeration  units  are 
reported  for  March,  the  month’s  total 
being  34,898,  against  23,859  a  year 
earlier,  a  gain  of  46  per  cent.  Shipments 
for  the  six  months  to  March  31  totaled 
94.057,  compared  with  65,480  in  the 
comparable  period  a  year  ago. 

Master  Electric  Sells 
Stock,  Plans  Expansion 

Brisk  business  in  motors,  reported  for 
some  time  by  manufacturers,  finds  re¬ 
flection  in  new  financing  by  Master  Elec¬ 
tric  (Company.  A  hanking  group  is  sell¬ 
ing  50,000  common  shares  at  $15.  Of  the 


total  20,000  shares  represent  heretofore 
unissued  stock,  the  net  proceeds  to  be 
applied  to  expansion,  reduction  of  mort¬ 
gage  loans  and  additions  to  working  capi¬ 
tal. 

Attention  also  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  5,000  common  shares  have  been  re¬ 
served  for  offering  to  certain  officers  and 
employees  at  $13. 

• 

N.E.iVI.A.  in  Housing  Council 

Latest  of  the  many  activities  of  the 
National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  the  line  of  encouraging  the 
home  builder  is  the  announcement  that 
the  group  has  become  a  member  of  the 
National  Housing  Advisory  Council. 

• 

New  Air-Conditioning  Line 

More  low  •  priced  air  -  conditioning 
equipment  was  formally  announced  last 
week  when  Standard  Air  Conditioning, 
Inc.,  a  division  of  American  Radiator  and 
Standard  Sanitary,  listed  a  window-base 
device  and  a  humidifier  to  sell  for  $75 
each. 


Manufacturers 
Cut  Mazda  Prices 

Substantial  reductions  in  prices  of 
large  Mazda  lamps  were  made  May  1  by 
the  Westinghouse  Lamp,  Hygrade  Syl- 
vania  and  General  Electric  companies. 
David  S.  Youngholm,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  Westinghouse,  attrib¬ 
uted  his  company’s  cut  of  20  per  cent 
on  150  500-watt  lamps  in  clear,  inside 
frosted  and  daylight  blue  bulbs  and  the 
Mazda  three-lite  bulb  to  improvements 
in  manufacturing  efficiency,  which  have 
meant  lower  production  costs. 

Lower  prices  on  the  larger-sized  lamp 
bulbs  of  from  15  to  28  per  cent  were 
announced  by  E.  J.  Poor,  chairman  Hy¬ 
grade  Sylvania  Corporation,  Salem, 
Mass. 

General  Electric  also  reduced  prices  20 
per  cent  on  substantially  the  same  types, 
Gerard  Swope  pointing  out,  in  announc¬ 
ing  the  cut,  that  it  is  the  eighteenth 
major  downward  revision  since  the  year 
1921. 


NEW  THOUGHTS  ON  AN  OLD  PROBLEM 


Modern  thought  on  agriculture  is  broadcast  weekly  in  General  Electric's 
“Farm  Forum.”  Pictured  at  a  recent  session  (left  to  right) ;  J.  E.  N.  Hume, 
G.E.  industrial  department  manager;  E.  W.  Mitchell,  G.E.  farm  adviser; 
John  L.  Haley,  vice-president  of  New  York  Power  &  Light,  who  spoke  on 
“The  Next  2,500  Miles  of  Rural  Line”;  G.  Emerson  Markham,  Farm  Forum 
director;  Colby  M.  Chester,  head  of  General  Foods  and  of  the  National 
Assf>ciation  of  Manufacturers,  who  spoke  on  “The  Partnership  of  the 
Farmer  and  the  Food  Manufacturer,”  and  Boyd  W.  Bullock  and  Chester  H. 

Lang  of  the  G.E.  publicity  department. 
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N.F.P.A.  Accepts 
Code  Revision 

Revision  of  the  National  Electrical 
Code  according  to  the  f(»rni  which  has 
been  circulated  for  cctmmcnt  throughout 
the  industry  was  accepted  in  principle 
by  the  electrical  committee.  N.F.P.A..  at 
its  meeting  in  Chicagt*,  April  22  and  23. 
The  sessions  were  so  harmonious  and  so 
much  was  accomplished  in  that  atmos¬ 
phere  that  the  meeting  took  only  two 
days  instead  of  the  three  originally 
scheduled. 

Dr.  M.  G.  Ll(»yd  of  the  Bureau  of 
.Standards,  who  headed  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  work,  presented  the  revi¬ 
sion  by  chapter  and  vepse  and  moved 
approval  of  his  report  and  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  incorporated  in  it.  The  motion  was 
unanimously  adopted.  This  actum  does 
not  apply  to  the  1936  edition  of  the 
code. 

Illinois  Mushroom  Beds 
Are  Air  Conditioned 

Hot  houses  are  no  novelty  to  the  gar¬ 
den-minded  public,  but  “cold  houses!” 
Cooling  is  the  novel  air-conditioning 
application  undertaken  to  allow  Bogdan 
Bros.  Industries  of  Frankfort,  Ill.,  to 
grow  mushrooms  during  the  hot  summer 
months.  The  installation,  involving 
3-hp.  Westinghouse  commercial  condens¬ 
ing  units,  cools  and  humidifies  22.000 
sq.ft,  of  mushroom  beds.  Temperature: 
as  low  as  ,33  degrees. 

• 

Cutler-Hammer,  Inc., 
Promotes  Niessen 

Cutler-Hammer.  Inc.,  announces  that 
L.  P.  Niessen  has  been  named  adver¬ 
tising  manager  and  placed  in  charge  of 
all  sales  and  promotion  activities  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Niessen  previously  has 
been  assistant  advertising  manager  for 
Cutler-Hammer. 

“Garden”  Makes  a  Bid 
for  Summer  Sports  Events 

Summer  comfort  for  the  sports  fan — 
Madison  Square  Garden’s  bid  to  grab  off 
some  of  the  big  sporting  events  hereto- 


New  York  Metal  Prices 

Apr.  22.  1936  Apr  29.  1936 


Copper  electrolytic . 

LeM.  Am.  S.  A  R.  price. 
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Cente  per 
Pound 
9.50* 

4.60 

4.60 
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fore  held  out  of  doors  during  the  hot 
months.  The  Garden  is  air  conditioning 
throughout;  Airtemp,  Inc.,  Chrysler  unit, 
got  the  contract.  The  program  is  sim¬ 
plified  by  the  fact  that  the  big  New  York 
sports  establishment  already  has  an  ice 
plant  to  take  care  of  the  hockey  rink. 


CHICAGO 

A  lot  more  caution  about  the  immediate 
outlook  of  the  business  situation  is  being 
expressed.  The  forward  motion  didn’t  have 
quite  so  much  zip  last  week,  although  enough 
force  was  generated  to  carry  general  activity 
to  the  highest  level  of  the  season.  However, 
opinions  expressed  in  some  quarters  were 
that  with  the  natural  reactionary  forces  about 
to  set  in  after  the  strides  made  in  the  last 
few  months,  the  trend  during  the  next  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  will  be  uncertain  or  downward. 
Others,  while  anticipating  a  decline,  seem  to 
feel  it  will  be  less  than  is  seasonably  normal. 

Reports  on  present  conditions,  however, 
continue  to  he  favorable.  Although  retail 
trade  eased  up  last  weelc,  the  volume  was 
ahead  of  1935.  Steel  activity  in  Chicago  con¬ 
tinued  at  the  high  pace  of  70  per  cent  of 
capacity.  Gains  in  employment  and  payrolls 
were  registered  by  practically  all  industries 
in  this  territory.  Building  activity  continues 
steadily  upward.  Household  appliance  sales 
show  steady  increases.  Orders  for  motors 
and  control  apparatus  are  well  ahead  of  last 
year.  A  contract  was  awarded  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  eighteen  electric  stairways  to 
cost  more  than  $500,000. 

According  to  the  Electric  Association  76 
per  cent  of  the  manufacturers  report  gains 
over  the  previous  month  and  88  per  cent 
higher  than  a  year  ago. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

A  number  of  negotiations  for  electrical 
equipment  which  have  been  pending  for  some 
time  have  been  closed  and  orders  recently 
placed.  .A  northern  Vermont  utility  has 
bought  a  2.400-hp.  Francis  type  waterwheel 
and  an  1.875-kva.  generator;  a  15,000-kva. 
transformer  has  been  ordered  for  a  Connecti¬ 
cut  power  company;  an  eastern  Massachu¬ 
setts  municipality  has  purchased  a  50-hp. 
motor-driven  centrifugal  pump  and  a  75-hp. 
Diesel  reserve  unit,  together  with  complete 
electrical  control  for  water  supply.  Small 
motor  sales  are  beginning  to  slacken,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  number  of  manufacturers’  repre¬ 
sentatives,  hut  for  the  current  month  these 
show  an  encouraging  gain  over  last  year. 

Motors  for  air-conditioning  projects  are 
in  good  demand,  according  to  a  prominent 
manufacturer,  and  orders  for  a  group  of 
40-hp.  compressor  motors  were  recently  re¬ 
ceived;  switch  and  control  apparatus  is  sell¬ 
ing  well  and  air-conditioning  units  for  school- 
house  use  are  being  considered.  Commercial 
electrical  cooking  equipment  is  active;  elec¬ 
tric  fry  kettles  totaling  35  kw.  capacity  have 
been  ordered  and  sales  to  date  of  this  ap¬ 
paratus  will  account  for  more  than  425  kw. 
in  the  Greater  Boston  area.  Commercial 
refrigeration  sales  are  picking  up  in  the 
Worcester  area;  Vermont  domestic  refriger¬ 
ator  sales  are  ahead  of  last  year. 


Old  Lights  Replaced 

Installation  of  67  sodium  light  sources 
in  the  lighting  units  of  Western  Gateway 
bridge,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  is  announced 
by  General  Electric,  replacing  luminous 
arc  light  sources. 


The  outlook  for  industrial  electric  trucks 
continues  to  improve;  fifteen  units  were 
bought  in  eastern  Massachusetts  in  1935 
and  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of 
these  units  is  expected  with  expansion  of 
industry. 

Plans  for  the  construction  of  a  110-kv. 
line  of  about  20  miles  length  for  the  New 
England  Power  Company  have  been  an¬ 
nounced;  the  Warren  Telechron  Company, 
Ashland,  has  acquired  additional  floor  area 
for  its  expanding  business.  Contracts  for 
new  building  construction  are  running  con¬ 
siderably  ahead  of  the  corresponding  week 
of  last  year. 

PACIFIC  COAST 

Manufacturers  report  a  good  general  run 
of  business,  which  though  unspectacular,  is 
yet  averaging  20  per  cent  over  last  year.  Irri¬ 
gation  power,  specialties  such  as  motors  and 
transformers  have  apparently  replaced  tlie 
usual  sharp  April  peak  demand  by  a  high 
steady  run  of  orders.  Industrial  demand  for 
power  apparatus  is  still  poor  and  spotty,  and 
mines,  despite  occasional  increased  equipment 
for  deep  level  working,  are  below  last  year’s 
standing,  especially  electrical  dredgers. 

Business  from  railroads  is  very  good  due  to 
their  increased  freight  and  long-haul  passen¬ 
ger  receipts.  Air-conditioning  campaigns  re¬ 
port  fine  response  from  tourist  hotels  and 
mountain  inns,  with  repeat  or  additional  or¬ 
ders  such  as  for  Sonora,  covering  guest  rooms 
in  addition  to  lobbies  and  dining  rooms. 

Fruit  factories  are  apparently  excellent 
prospects  for  high-intensity  vapor  lamps.  A 
20-kw.  welder  has  been  bought  in  the  Bay 
area  for  work  on  bridge  wire  ropes,  .\part- 
ments  are  again  figuring  in  building  reports, 
with  electric  ranges  in  a  fair  proportion. 
Utilities  are  buying  heavily  of  copper  wire, 
pole-line  hardware  and  iron  conduit,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  Bay  area  for  bridge  approach 
underground  work. 

NEW  YORK 

The  preponderance  of  evidence  continues 
to  indicate  that  the  recent  rise  in  business 
has  been  maintained.  One  of  the  most  sur¬ 
prising  developments  was  an  unseasonable 
spurt  in  electric  energy  production  which 
carried  the  margin  of  improvement  in  the 
latest  week  to  more  than  15  per  cent,  against 
12.5  per  cent  a  week  earlier. 

First-quarter  reports,  while  not  entirely 
favorable,  generally  show  striking  gains,  and 
further  improvement  is  reported  by  indus¬ 
trial  leaders  thus  far  in  April.  The  March 
31  statements  of  such  corporations  as  General 
Motors,  IJ.  S.  Steel,  Chrysler,  General  Elec¬ 
tric,  Westinghouse  and  Allis-Chalmers  are 
typical  enough. 

Steel  output  has  risen  to  another  post-de- 
pression  peak,  hank  clearings  continue  good. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

Reports  to  Electrical  World  from  the  field  indicate  that  business  has 
continued  the  upturn  which  got  under  way  in  the  middle  of  the  first 
quarter  and  has  gained  momentum  practically  from  week  to  week.  Not 
even  that  tax  bill  and  the  unsettled  stock  markets  have  been  enough  to 
discourage  industry.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  meeting  in  If' ashing- 
ton  sounded  business'  plea  to  be  let  alone. 
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excess  of  170  deg.  C.  and  virtually  imper¬ 
vious  to  moisture  and  salt  spray.  Adapt¬ 
ability  to  virtually  any  wire-wound  resistance 
need  up  to  60  watts  and  ability  to  combine 
several  resistances  in  the  same  case  are 
among  the  features  claimed. 


Mechanical  Line  Splice 

High-strength,  low-resistance  joints  are 
said  to  be  possible  with  a  newly  developed 
mechanical  line  splice.  Wires  under  heavy 
straight  loads  and  also  under  light  twisting 
pulls  such  as  occur  in  stringing  wire  are 


Gas-Filled  Thermometer 

Temperatures  between  — 60  and  1,000  deg. 
F.  can  now  be  measured  with  a  new  small- 
bulb,  gas-filled  recording  thermometer  in 
cases  where  tubing  lengths  as  long  as  100 
ft.  are  required.  Temperature  changes  in 
the  case  of  the  instrument  and  along  the 
tube  are  fully  compensated.  This  eliminates 
necessity  for  long  bulbs  on  the  thermometers 
having  tubing  lengths  over  25  ft.  In  this 
instrument  two  separate  measuring  elements 


‘■Siraiirhtline”  splice  for  wire  sizes 
trom  No.  H  to  2.50.000  circ.mil  sotiit 
or  stranded.  Keliable  Klectrir  Co., 
Chicago. 

claimed  to  be  held  satisfactorily.  The  splice 
also  will  hold  wire  a  full  gage  under  size, 
to  insure  proper  holding  of  old  wires  that 
have  been  scraped.  Clamping  jaws  are  hard 
and  have  several  rows  of  teeth  that  bite  the 
wire  at  a  series  of  points.  Tapered  ends 
of  the  splice  effectively  dampen  vibrations 
before  they  reach  clamping  jaws. 


Reclosing  Pole-Top  Breaker 

Designed  primarily  for  rural  distribution 
sendee,  an  expulsion  oil  circuit  breaker  is 
now  available  for  pole-top  mounting  which 
provides  one,  two  or  three  automatic  re- 


Small-bulb  type  thermometers  in 
12-in.  size  supplied  with  one  or  two 
pens;  8-in.  chart  size  has  one  pen  onty. 
Bristol  Company,  Waterbury.  Conn. 


are  connected  through  a  compensating  mech¬ 
anism.  Two  identical  capillary  tubes  run 
from  each  element  to  the  sensitive  bulb. 
Only  one  tube  is  connected  to  the  bulb. 
The  other  is  closed  at  the  bulb  end.  Both 
tubes  are  subject  to  same  temperature 
changes.  Through  the  compensating  mech¬ 
anism,  the  tube  and  element  not  connected 
to  the  bulb  corrects  for  temperature  changes 
in  the  other  tube  and  in  the  case. 


Thermal  Induction  Relay 

Designed  for  use  in  oil-immersed  motor 
controllers,  this  thermal  induction  relay  has 
tripping  characteristics  such  that  difficulty 


"Tiinistyle  Breaker;”  applicable  to  7.5 
to  12. .5  Y-kv.  systems.  Elec- 

trie  .VlfK.  t)o.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

closures  at  predetermined  time  intervals. 
Equipped  with  expulsion  contacts,  it  has 
5  continuous  current  rating  of  100  amp.  and 
»n  interrupting  rating  of  1.200  amp.  Trip¬ 
ping  mechanism  permits  automatic  tripping 
on  currents  as  low  as  10  amp. 


Wire-Vi’ound  Resistors 

Tyix*  MW,  based  on  six  molded  lemrtbs 
IJ  to  .5  in.,  b  to  20  watts  at  100  detr. 
c.  rise.  Iiiterimtionnl  BeHistaiioe  Co. 
Philad'lphia.  Pa. 

.This  new  type  resistor  consists  of  a  flat- 
*ite-wound,  heavy-duty  resistor  strip  inclosed 
®  a  tough  phenol  compound  said  to  be 
'capable  of  withstanding  temperatures  in 


General  Kli^trlc  Co.,  Scheneclady,  N.  Y, 
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experienced  in  starting  high  inertia  loads  at 
full  voltage  is  eliminated.  In  the  relay  a 
series  line-current  coil  produces  flux  in  a 
magnetic  core  and  induces  a  current  in  a 
cooper  sleeve  alxjve  this  coil.  Heat  from 
this  sleeve  is  conducted  and  radiated  to  a 
bimental  strip  whose  deflection  causes  con¬ 
tacts  to  open  or  close.  Normally  closed  the 
contacts  have  a  slow  opening  action,  pre¬ 
venting  too  quick  tripping  on  overloads. 


‘‘Hot  Jaw”  Pliers 

Adapted  for  applying  or  removing  solder 
lugs  and  for  making  sweated  joints  in  the 
new  type  copper  pipes,  tiles  and  fittings 


■•Thermo  Grip”  pliers;  two-heat  switch 
temperature  control;  weisrht  of  entire 
unit  14  lb.  Ideal  Commutator  Dresser 
Co.,  Sycamore.  Ill. 

new  “hot  jaw”  pliars  are  available  to  take 
the  place  of  an  open-flame  torch  or  burner. 
The  transformer  of  the  unit  converts  stand¬ 
ard  110-volt  a.c.  to  low-voltage,-  high- 
amperage  current.  Carbon  blocks  in  the 
ends  of  the  jaws  carry  the  current  to  the 
side  of  the  fitting  to  be  heated. 

• 

TECHNICAL  BULLETINS 

Motor  a.nd  Gener.ator  Standards — Defi¬ 
nitions  of  what  makes  up  the  various  classes 
of  squirrel-cage  induction  motors  in  the  way 
of  motor  performance  are  given  in  N.E.M..4. 
Motor  and  Generator  Standards,  publication 
No.  34-22  of  the  National  Electrical  Manu¬ 
facturers  Association,  155  E.  44th  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Bronze  Welding  Manual — A  practical 
presentation  of  the  fundamental  theory  and 
technique  of  bronze  welding  and  surfacing 
is  given  in  a  10-page  booklet,  “How  to 
Bronze  Weld,”  published  by  the  Linde  Air 
Products  Company,  205  E.  42d  Street,  New 
York  City. 

Characteristics  of  Nickel  Cast  Irons — 
A  discussion  of  the  thermal  expansion  char¬ 
acteristics  of  some  nickel  cast  irons  as  re¬ 
lated  to  chemical  composition  and  grain 
structure,  with  particular  attention  devoted 
to  compositions  which  possess  generally  use¬ 
ful  engineering  properties,  is  given  in  an 
8-page  technical  bulletin  of  International 
Nickel  Company,  67  Wall  .Street,  New  York 
City,  designated  as  “Nickel  Cast  Iron  Data,” 
section  3,  number  6. 

Propertie.s  of  Wood  —  Strength  and  re¬ 
lated  properties  of  woods  grown  in  the 
llnited  States  are  given  in  technical  bulletin 
No.  479  of  the  H.  S.  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Forest  Service,  which  supersedes 
bulletin  556.  Information  on  164  woods,  in¬ 
cluding  revised  figures  on  the  strength  of 
“air  dried”  wiwd  to  apply  to  material  at  a 
definite  moisture  content  of  12  per  cent, 
given.  .\lso  full  discussion  of  factors  af¬ 
fecting  strength.  Obtainable  from  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  D.  C.  at  25  cents  a  copy. 

Wire  Tables  and  Loading  Tables— Wire 
tables  for  copperweld-copper  conductors  and 
loading  tables  for  heavy,  medium  and  light 
loading  districts  are  included  in  a  12-page 
technical  bulletin  of  the  Copperweld  Steel 
Company,  Glassport,  Pa. 
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Bill  to  Permit 
Edison  Merger 

Legislation  which  would  permit,  among 
other  things,  the  proposed  consolidation 
of  all  the  companies  in  the  Consolidated 
Edison  of  New  York  system  has  been 
passed  by  the  New  York  state  Senate 
and  sent  to  the  lower  house.  Under  the 
terms  consolidations  would  be  allowed 
when  9.5  i>er  cent  of  the  stock  assents, 
regardless  of  protests  from  the  remain¬ 
ing  minority;  minorities,  however,  must 
be  notified. 

The  state  Senate  also  has  passed  two 
bills  which  recpiire  public  utilities  to 
notify  each  customer  of  the  rate  he  is 
being  charged  and  to  make  such  rates 
as  low  as  for  any  other  consumer  in  the 
same  class. 

Retailers  Lose 
Suhmetering  Plea 

Submetering  interests  lost  a  point  in 
their  fight  to  preserve  their  business  of 
retailing  electric  energy  when  the  New 
York  Public  Service  Commission  this 
week  approved  an  opinion  by  Commis¬ 
sioner  Van  Namee,  holding  that  it  had 
the  power  to  allow  reasonable  restric¬ 
tions  in  various  service  classifications. 
It  acted  on  a  complaint  filed  by  cus¬ 
tomers  of  the  New  York  Edison  Com¬ 
pany  against  the  prohibition  of  sub¬ 
metering  under  the  new  residential  and 
general  commercial  rates. 

The  submetering  interests  asked  the 
commission  for  a  final  determination  on 
their  {H'tition  to  remove  the  restrictions 
to  submetering,  and  this  the  commission 
refused  to  do.  Instead,  it  ruled  that  the 
question  would  l)e  finally  determined  on 
the  application  of  the  companies  in  the 
Edison  System  for  inclusion  in  their 
rules  and  regulatitms  a  clause  prohibit¬ 
ing  submetering.  The  hearings  on  this 
application  are  still  in  i)rogress. 

• 

Extension  Authorized 

Extension  of  service  to  Pawleys  Island 
by  Waccamaw  Power  Company  (George¬ 
town,  S.  C.)  has  been  authorized  by  the 
state  Public  Service  Commission.  A 
6,000-v«)lt  line  for  2  miles  and  a  2,400- 
volt  service  line  to  serve  the  island’s  dis¬ 
tribution  system  are  planned. 

• 

Would  Export  Power 

The  right  to  sell  power  in  New  York 
has  been  asked  by  Beauharnois  Light, 
Heat  &  Power  in  an  application  to  the 
Quebec  Legislature.  The  company  says 
it  can  economically  extend  lines  30 
miles  across  the  border. 
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KRAMER,  NEB. — lowa-Nebraska  Light  & 
Power  Company,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  plans  new 
transmission  line  for  rural  service  in  vicinity 
of  Kramer,  about  22  miles.  Application  has 
been  made  for  permission. 

SAVANNAH,  G A.— Savannah  Electric  & 
Power  Company  has  authorized  extensions 
and  improvements  in  power  plant  on  Indian 
.Street,  including  equipment  installation. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Crown  Cork  & 
Seal  Company,  Baltimore.  Md.,  plans  instal¬ 
lation  of  motors  and  controls,  regulators, 
conveyors,  electric  hoists  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  in  new  additions  to  plant  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  formerly  the  works  of  Acme  Can 
Company,  recently  acquired,  including  new 
mill  units  for  rolling  of  aluminum  and  cold 
rolled  steel.  Other  expansion  will  he  carried 
out.  Cost  over  $750,000. 

GLENN  DALE.  MD.— Board  of  District 
Commissioners,  Washington,  D.  C.,  receives 
bids  until  May  12  for  new  electrical  distri¬ 
bution  system  and  street-lighting  system  at 
institution  near  Glenn  Dale. 

VIRGINIA,  MINN. — Northern  Electric  Co¬ 
operative  Association,  August  Neuhauer,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  secretary,  recently  organized,  plans 
transmission  and  distributing  lines  for  rural 
electrification  in  Saint  Louis  County,  totaling 
about  400  miles,  with  power  substation  and 
service  facilities.  Cost  about  $450,000.  Fi¬ 
nancing  is  being  arranged  through  Federal 
aid. 

TOLEDO,  OHIO  -Owens-Illinois  Glass 
Company,  Ohio  Building,  plans  installation 
of  motors  and  controls,  conveyors,  loaders 
and  other  equipment  in  new  additions  to 
local  plant  of  Libhey  Glass  Manufacturing 
Company,  a  subsidiary  unit,  including  im¬ 
provements  and  modernization  in  present 
works.  Cost  about  $1,000,000.  This  will  be 
part  of  a  $9,000,000  expansion  program  to 
I)e  carried  out  by  company  at  different  plants 
during  next  36  months,  of  which  approxi¬ 
mately  $2,000,000  will  be  used  for  new  plant 
at  Oakland,  Calif.,  for  Owens-Illinois  Pacific 
Coast  Company,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  interest. 

FARMINGTON,  MO.— State  Building 
Commission,  Capitol  Building,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.,  Edgar  M.  Eagan,  executive  secre¬ 
tary,  receives  bids  until  May  12  for  equip¬ 
ment  for  power  plant  at  Institution  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  including  engine-generator  set,  boil¬ 
ers,  stokers  and  auxiliaries.  Entire  project 
will  cost  $280,000.  Joseph  A.  Osborn,  Syndi¬ 
cate  Trust  Building,  and  Herbert  H.  Morri¬ 
son,  915  Olive  Street,  both  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
are  consulting  engineers.  Also,  at  same  time 
for  250  kw.,  engine-generator  set  and  auxil¬ 
iary  equipment  for  power  station  at  Nevada, 
Mo.  Entire  project  will  cost  about  $190,000. 
Black  &  Veatch.  4706  Broadway,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  are  consulting  engineers.  Charles  A. 
Haskins,  Finance  Building,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  is  general  supervising  engineer. 

FOXBliRG,  PA. — Clarion  River  Power 
Company,  Foxburg,  has  made  application  for 
permission  for  two  hydroelectric  power  proj¬ 
ects  on  Clarion  River,  and  hearing  is  sched¬ 
uled  before  Federal  Power  Commission  May 
6.  One  station  will  be  located  near  Foxburg, 
with  ultimate  capacity  of  92.000  hp.,  esti¬ 
mated  to  cost  $12,000,000  with  transmission 
lines,  switching  stations  and  other  facilities; 
other  plant  will  be  situated  near  Mill  Creek 
and  will  have  rated  ultimate  output  of  134,- 
000  hp.,  estimated  to  cost  $29,000,000  with 
transmission  lines  and  complete  operating 
facilities. 


HOUSTON,  TEX.— Shell  Petroleum  Cor- 
poration,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  plans  installation  of 
motors  and  controls,  electric-operated  pump¬ 
ing  machinery,  conveyors  and  other  equip- 
ment  for  expansion  and  improvements  in  oil 
refining  plant  on  Houston  ship  channel,  near 
Houston.  Cost  over  $1,500,000. 

BOSTWICK,  NEB.  —  Republican  River 
Public  Power  &  Irrigation  District,  Oswin 
Keifer,  Bostwick,  secretary,  plans  two  hydro¬ 
electric  power  developments  in  connection 
with  proposed  irrigation  system  at  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.,  and  vicinity,  including  one  gen¬ 
erating  station  on  Turkey  Creek,  near  Na- 


ponee.  Neb.,  and  another  such  plant  on 
Thompson  Creek,  vicinity  of  Riverton,  Neb, 
Project  will  include  transmission  lines, 
power  substations  and  switching  stations, 
with  series  of  electric-operated  pumping  sta¬ 
tions.  Entire  development  will  cost  $2,400,- 
000.  Financing  is  being  arranged  through 
Federal  aid. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Eastman  Kodak 
Company,  Kodak  Park,  plans  installation  of 
motors  and  controls,  regulators,  conveyors 
and  other  equipment  in  three  new  multi¬ 
story  additions  to  camera  and  photographic 
material  manufacturing  plants.  Cost  over 
$1,000,000. 

OLEAN,  N.  Y, — Socony-Vacuum  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  26  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  plans 
installation  of  motors  and  controls,  conveyors, 
electric-operated  pumping  machinery  and 
other  equipment  in  new  additions  to  oil  re¬ 
fining  plant  at  Olean,  including  improve¬ 
ments  in  present  plant.  Entire  project  will 
cost  about  $1,500,000. 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  FLA.— Florida  Power 
Corporation,  St.  Petersburg,  plans  transmis¬ 
sion  and  distributing  lines  in  parts  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  Marion,  Pinellas,  Liberty,  Citrus, 
Pasco  and  other  counties  for  rural  electrifi¬ 
cation,  totaling  over  150  miles,  including 
power  substation  and  service  facilities.  Cost 
about  $175,000.  Financing  is  being  ar¬ 
ranged  through  Federal  aid. 

DETROIT,  MICH. — Chrysler  Corporation, 
East  Jefferson  Avenue,  plans  installation  of 
motors  and  controls,  regulators,  conveyors, 
electric  hoists  and  other  equipment  in  new 
addition  to  main  machine  works.  Cost  over 
$300,000.  Albert  Kahn,  Inc.,  New  Center 
Building,  is  architect  and  engineer. 


CONTRACTS  AWARDED 


Lincoln  County  Power  District,  Pioche, 
Nev.,  has  awarded  contract  to  W.  E.  Calla¬ 
han  Construction  Company,  206  South  Spring 
Street,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  for  construction 
of  high-tension  power  transmission  line  from 
power  substation  of  Boulder  Dam  hydro¬ 
electric  generating  plant  of  Government,  N^ 
vada,  to  the  Prince  substation  near  Pioche, 
to  be  used  for  distribution  in  this  area,  at 

$109,508.60.  The  new  line  will  be  156  mile* 
long,  using  wood  poles,  H-frame  type.  The 
materials  will  be  furnished  by  the  District 
TVA,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  let  ( ontrict 
to  American  Bridge  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  for  quantity  of  steel  transmission  towers 
for  new  line  between  Wheeler  dam  and  Gm- 
tersville,  Ala.,  power  dam,  at  $136,000. 
other  award  for  steel  towers,  totaling  ^ 
units,  for  use  in  connection  with  new  Whwlct 
dam  line,  has  been  placed  with  Blaw-Knoi 
Company,  Pittsburgh.  Contract  for  ab^ 
120  tons  of  galvanized  steel  shapes  for  154 
kv.  outdoor  switching  station  at  Norris  dai* 
power  plant,  has  been  awarded  to  Bcthlehc*!: 
Steel  Company,  Bethlehem,  Pa, 
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